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SUBJ: COMPOSITION OF NEW VOLTAN GOVERNMENT 

REF: OUAGADOUGOU 0147 

1. THERE ARE NO MEMBERS OP THE PORMER MINORITY PARTY 
MEN (MOVEMENT DE LIBERATION NATIONALE) IN THE NEW VOLTAN 
GOVERNMENT WHOSE COMPOSITION WAS ANNOUNCED BY PRESIDENTIAL 
DECREE JANUARY 13. IN CONVERSATION WITH THE AMBASSADOR 
EVENING JANUARY 13, PROPESSOR JOSEPH KI-ZERBO, NOMINAL 
HEAD OP THE MLN, STATED THAT THE MLN (WHICH HAD SIX 
MINISTIRES IN LAST GOVERNMENT) HAD HELD OUT POR POUR 
MINISTERS IN THE NEW GOVERNMENT AND HAD REPUSED TO 
COMPROMISE. KI-ZERBO GAVE IMPRESSION THAT MLN 
WAS NOT REALLY ANXIOUS TO PARTICIPATE IN GOVERNMENT OF 
"NATIONAL UNION" AND PREFERRED TO HAVE PREEDOM OF 
ACTION IN PREPARATION FOR FORTHCOMING PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTIONS. 
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2. EIGHT OF THE FORMER MINISTERS HAVE RETAINED THEIR 
POSITIONS IN THE NEW GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING ALL THE 
MILITARY: THEY ARE THE MINISTERS OP INTERIOR, JUSTICE, DEPENSE, 
PINANCE, COMMERCE, PUBLIC WORKS, HEALTH AND 
THE SECRETARY OP STATE POR SOCIAL APPAIRS. EXCLUDING 
THE POUR MILITARY OFPICERS, A MAJORITY OP THE NEW 
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MINISTERS ARE BELIEVED TO BE MEMBERS OF THE FORMER 
MAJORITY PARTY UDV-RDA. AT LEAST TWO ARE 

MEMBERS OE THE EORMER PRA (PARTI DU REGROUPEMENT AERICAIN). 
TWO ARE TECHNOCRATS WITHOUT KNOWN PARTY AFEILIATIONS. 

THE MINISTER OE EOREIGN AFEAIRS, MOUSSA KARGOUGOU, WHO 
IS LISTED AS AN INDEPENDENT, IS AN OLD ERIEND OF EX- 
PRESIDENT MAURICE YAMEOGO. HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE 
NATONAL ASSEMBLY AND HAS PREVIOUSLY SERVED AT VARIOUS 
TIMES AS MINISTER OE PUBLIC WORKS, EDUCATION, AGRICULTURE, 
INTERIOR, AND JUSTICE. 

3. US-VOLTAN RELATIONS SHOULD NOT BE AEFECTED BY THE 
CHANGE OE GOVERNMENT. IE ANTHING, THE NEW GOVERNMENT IS 
SOMEWHAT MORE CONSERVATIVE THAN THE PREVIOUS ONE. IN 
TERMS OF AID ACTIVITIES, WE HAVE LOST A GOOD AND COOPERATIVE 
ERIEND WITH DEPARTURE OF SALIA SANON, FORMER MINISTER 

OE RURAL DEVELOPMENT. ON OTHER HAND, THE DEPARTURE OE 
BOUBACAR SOUMANA, FORMER MINISTER OE PLAN WHO WAS 
RATHER INEEFECTIVE IN HIS JOB, IS NOT LIKELY TO BE 
REGRETTED BY THE DONOR COMMUNITY. 

4. MANY OF THE NEW MINISTERS ARE UNKNOWN QUANTITIES. 

WE SHALL SEND IN BIO-DATA ON THEM AS SOON AS IT BECOMES 
AVAILABLE. 

GRAHAM 
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